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PURPOSE OF REPORT

To present Members with draft reports detailing the businesses that occupy premises in each of the 
town centres in Copeland.  This is part of the evidence base for the Local Plan and is presented for 
information and comment.

RECOMMENDATION

That Members note the information in the reports, provide any comments as necessary and agree 
that they be published on the Council’s website.

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 A West Cumbria Retail Capacity study was commissioned in April 2009 as part of the 
evidence base to support the production of the Copeland Local Plan 2013-2028: Core 
Strategy and Development Management Policies.  This was subsequently updated in 
February 2012.

1.2 Since then the Council has been monitoring the occupancy of properties in the four town 
centres in Copeland to identify any changes.  These surveys provide an update to the Retail 
Capacity Studies and help maintain the evidence base, help to monitor the effectiveness of 
any policies and projects, and can also be used to identify issues that may need to be 
addressed in the future.



2. THE TOWN CENTRE OCCUPANCY SURVEYS

2.1 The Council now monitors the occupancy of business properties in each of the town centres 
on a regular basis (ideally annually, but at least every two years).  

2.2 This was first done in March 2012 by walking through each of the town centres and noting 
the properties that were, or had been in a business and/or public use.  This task has since 
been repeated in March 2013 and November 2015.

2.3 In order to clearly identify changes over time in each survey we take a note of the business 
name and take a photo.  This helps to identify the detailed business changes, as well as any 
alterations or renovations to shopfronts, helping to give an understanding of the vibrancy of 
the town centres.

2.4 It should be noted that the surveys provide a snapshot of the occupancy at a particular point 
in time.  However, having repeated the survey a number of times it is now possible to 
identify trends, such as the general churn of businesses and services within towns, whether 
any particular use is increasing or in decline, the number of vacant properties, how this 
number is changing and whether any properties have been vacant for a long period of time.

2.5 The Planning Policy team has now brought the findings for the recent survey together into a 
draft report for each town, along with any trends that have been identified since 2012.  The 
reports for each town are attached as appendices to this report.

2.6 It is hoped that future reports will provide even greater quality of information as trends 
become clearer, providing a strong evidence base which will enable the Council to prioritise 
its efforts for any future interventions.

2.7 Following Member consideration and approval on the structure and general content of the 
reports we intend to consult internally to fact check before publishing to the Council’s 
website.

APPENDICES

A. Whitehaven Town Centre Occupancy Report – November 2015

B. Cleator Moor Town Centre Occupancy Report – November 2015

C. Egremont Town Centre Occupancy Report – November 2015

D. Millom Town Centre Occupancy Report – November 2015


